
Strawberry Point Public Library Child Safety and Vulnerable Adults Policy

Purpose
The Strawberry Point Public Library wants to provide a safe and educational environment for all patrons. The safety and welfare of children and vulnerable adults at the library is of the upmost importance. Young children and vulnerable adults should be supervised by an age appropriate person. Parents and caregivers are responsible at all times for monitoring and regulating the behavior of the person while visiting the library.  Library staff may intervene only if a juvenile child or vulnerable adult is left alone or the need arises for safety, disruptive behavior or well-being of person or other patrons. The Library Board and staff respect the rights and privacy of all library patrons.
Unattended Children/ Vulnerable Adults in the Library:
A. Children age 6 and under must be with a parent or caregiver at all times. A vulnerable adult is a person over the age of 18 who is unable or unwilling to care for themselves.
B. Library staff is not responsible for the care of unattended children or vulnerable adults and does not assume responsibility from the parents or caregivers for providing for the welfare of persons in their care.
D. Library staff is not responsible for children or vulnerable adults interacting with or leaving the library with persons who are not appropriate caregivers.
E. Library staff may refer to the police for those children or vulnerable adults who are left unattended in the library when a parent/guardian cannot be reached or if the behavior of the minor child or vulnerable adult falls outside that of acceptable behavior in the library.
F. Please refer to the Conduct Policy for more information and procedures.

Staff Guidelines:
A.  Staff will attempt to contact the parent, guardian, or caregiver in the building/grounds.
B.  For safety reasons, appropriate law enforcement will be contacted to take custody of any child or vulnerable adult left unattended in the library for an extended period of time during open hours or after closing if attempts to contact parent, guardian, or caregiver are unsuccessful. 
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